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RUSSELL PERKINS 

"Foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, 
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." 

MATTHEW 8: 20 

D ELHI, MAY 25, 1980: This is Day Zero of the Tour. Tonight we 
leave for Rome, the first stop. There will be a final Satsang at 

the Baggas' house late afternoon; then in the early evening the Sat- 
sangis will be bused to the airport for a final farewell darshan, and we 
will be off at 9 p.m. aboard a Japan Airlines jet. It is hard to believe; 
but many things are hard to believe. When I think of the constant 
travel, the short stays, the incredible buffeting that the Master's body 
is going to undergo in the next few months, the truth of Jesus's say- 
ing quoted above becomes obvious. As Kabir says, "The river flows 
for others, the trees bear fruit for others, and the rain showers water 
for others; so also Saints come for the benefit of others, not for 
themselves. 



The Bagga house is filled to overflow- 
ing: People have come from everywhere 
to say goodbye to Sant Ajaib Singh Ji 
and be with Him for these last few days 
before He is gone for so long. Many dear 
ones are here from Rajasthan, some 
from Bombay, and of course all the 
Delhi satsangis are coming regularly 
morning and evening. Arriving yesterday 
morning, I saw Sant Ji briefly before He 
and all of us went to a dear sister's house 
for a brief Satsang and blessing. 

Both at my interview and again sitting 
at His feet in Graciela's house, I was 
struck anew by two things, simulta- 
neously: 1) How much love He has to 
give, and how freely He gives it; and 
2) How quickly I forget both the quality 
and quantity of His love. Well, He has it; 
as Master Kirpal used to say, He is bub- 
bling over with love-overflowing, like a 
fountain, welling up from the perennial 
source. How fortunate are those of us 
privileged to catch some of those 
precious drops and drink them! May we 
never forget what a privilege it is to be 
with Him! May we never take Him for 
granted, even for a single second. This is 
my prayer, as we start out on this epic 
journey; a journey ordained by God and 
far greater than any journey undertaken 
yet by any Saint. Guru Nanak and Sant 
Kirpal Singh Ji were both trail-blazers in 
Their respective times; yet the humble, 
supposedly uneducated villager from Ra- 
jasthan is setting out to do what neither 
of Them were ordered to do: to journey 
completely around the world with the 
message of love. 

At a darshan during the last week in 
Delhi, a devoted disciple asked Sant Ji, 
"Are there so many lost sheep in the 
West that the Master has to go back so 
soon?" Sant Ji became very serious and 
said, "The condition of the Saints is that 
of an organ-grinder's monkey: he does 
what he is trained to do. When the organ- 
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grinder jerks the rope to the right, the 
monkey moves to the right. I don't have 
any say in the matter at all. If it were up 
to me, why wouldn't I have gone in 1976, 
when everything was prepared and 
everyone was waiting? Instead of going 
to the airport, I went to the train 
station!" 

Master Kirpal used to say, "I am 
bound more than you!" Once when 
asked why He had canceled a visit to the 
West, He said, "Look here: I am under 
orders, and orders can change at the last 
minute." This time, thank God, the 
orders do not seem to have changed; but 
we do not have the slightest comprehen- 
sion, it seems to me, of the relation of the 
Saints to God nor of the degree of 
humility They have obtained: Having 
surrendered Their wills to Him, Their 
supreme delight lies in obeying His 
orders. And whatever a perfect Saint 
does or does not do, it is because He is 
obeying God's orders. 

ITALY 

SANT BANI ASHRAM, RIBOLLA, ITALY, 
MAY 26: Day One of the Tour finds us 
here in this incredibly beautiful ashram 
located in the hill country about one hun- 
dred miles north of Rome. Four hundred 
acres of rolling grassland, gardens and 
orchards of olive trees constitute the 
physical property of this ashram, pur- 
chased only a year ago by the Italian sat- 
sangis. A house has been built, with 
Master's grace, and the Master and His 
party and a number of other dear ones 
are accommodated very comfortably in 
it. Many others are camping out-in- 
cluding a number of families with 
children-and still others are staying at a 
hotel in Ribolla, at the foot of the moun- 
tain. 

People are here from all over Europe- 
Germany, England, France, and a large 
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